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Effective Strategies for Summarizing
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by Kerry Lambert, Project Director

T

his issue of the T-TAC Network News focuses on instructional strategies that are research-based and proven to improve student achievement. Highlighted are the strategies of summarizing and note taking with which most teachers are familiar and, therefore, may be less inclined to give much attention.  While summarizing and note taking may seem straightforward, upon further examination, it becomes evident that they actually involve complex mental processes.

Researchers suggest that it is important to decide which parts of the information are important and which parts are more trivial or repetitive.  Marzano et al. (2001) state that “When summarizing, we must delete some information, reword some ideas, and reorganize information.  Similarly, with note taking, we must synthesize material, prioritize pieces of data, restate some information, and organize concepts, topics and details” (p. 55).  

To assist students with summarizing, one effective strategy is to explicitly teach students a few steps or rules that will help them to develop a summary.  The rules that follow are adapted for younger students from the rule-based summarizing strategy (Brown, Campione, & Day, 1981).

1. Cross out extra material that is not important for your understanding.

2. Cross out words that are repeating information.

3. Create general words for more specific words (e.g., fruit for apples and oranges).

4. Look for the topic sentence.  If missing, create your own topic sentence.

Articles in this newsletter provide additional information on classroom practice to improve student skills with summarizing information and note taking.  If you find yourself interested in more in-depth study on effective instruction please visit the T-TAC ODU library either in person or at www.ttac.odu.edu and click the library tab. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER to register online for future issues of the T-TAC Network News (and to read the complete articles in this issue) by visiting www.ttac.odu.edu and clicking on the tab for e-subscriptions.  THIS WILL BE THE LAST ISSUE SENT BY POSTAL SERVICE. 
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Second Statewide Reading First Reading Academy for Special

Educators to be held in Williamsburg, VA
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The Virginia Department of Education recently has announced the second Statewide Reading First Reading Academy for Special Educators.  Dates for the Academy are four Saturdays: January 26, February 9, February 23, and March 8, 2008.  This academy may be used to satisfy the reading/English/language arts requirements for highly qualified status as outlined in the High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation (HOUSSE).  Participants must attend the entire academy and enrollment is limited to 100 participants.  The academy is designed for special education teachers of grades four through twelve. There is NO COST for registration or materials. 

For further information you may wish to read Superintendents Memo No. 167 http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/suptsmemos/2007/inf167.html  

To register, visit the Reading First in Virginia website, http://www.readingfirst.virginia.edu, as soon as possible. 

The Fundamentals of Summarizing and Paraphrasing Strategy

January 16, 2008

[image: image11.wmf]To assist students with summarizing and note taking, you may wish to attend this workshop.  Participants will receive specific strategies with which to assist students in translating information into their own words, finding the main idea and details of paragraphs, and applying to standardized tests.  This strategy was developed at the University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning.  The workshop is intended for special education teachers whose students will be assessed on the SOL in grades 3-12.

Presenter: Tina Spencer  (T-TAC William and Mary and SIM Specialist)

Location:  Newport News, VA 

Contact : TTAC William and Mary, 757-253-4897
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Preschoolers, Take Note!
by Linda Ingleson, ECSE Specialist

Summarizing? Is that developmentally appropriate for preschoolers? Yes! Think about what preschoolers do when we ask them to retell a story. Young children don’t tell us the story word for word; they summarize. They leave out things, they substitute things, and they keep things (Marzano, Pickering, & Pollack, 2001). According to Marzano et al. (2001) summarization is a skill that has a large effect size on achievement. Knowing this, early childhood teachers can start teaching this skill early in life in order to facilitate later school achievement. Summarizing is also a good strategy for building comprehension and comprehension is a key early literacy skill (Bennett-Armistead, Duke, & Moses, 2005). Teachers can use a language experience approach (LEA) to help young children learn to summarize . . . more 
(http://www.ttac.odu.edu/NovemberJanuaryTTACNetworkNews2007.htm)


Summarizing and Note Taking Are Closely Related

by Laura Beller, Curriculum and Instruction Specialist

Processing information and distilling it into a concise new form allows students to make meaningful connections to the content they are learning. Summarizing strategies teach students to put information into their own words. Creating meaningful notes is a similar skill and the more notes students take the better.  Use the recommendations and web references that follow to enhance your students’   learning.  Templates   for   each   of   the Marzano summarizing and note taking frames can be found at: 

http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/templates/summarizing_notetaking.htm . . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/NovemberJanuaryTTACNetworkNews2007.htm)


Summarizing Information: A Functional Focus

by Angela Levorse, Severe Disabilities Specialist

Summarizing content is considered a higher order skill because it typically is related to reading content.  It is commonly thought that many students with significant cognitive disabilities should focus on functional skills rather than higher order skills.  In its simplest form, summarizing is deciding what is important and what is not important which, in essence, is a very functional skill. However, learning to decipher important from unimportant information may not come easily . . . more 

(http://www.ttac.odu.edu/NovemberJanuaryTTACNetworkNews2007.htm)
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 Summarizing and Note Taking… Teaching to Prevent Undesirable Behaviors

by Kimberly Yanek, ESD Instruction and Behavior Specialist

Summarizing and note taking, which require students to extract information in a selective manner in a synthesized form, have been correlated with increased academic performance (Marzano et al., 2001). As educators, we often assign summarizing or note taking activities to students without first teaching them the necessary skills. Consequently, the student’s reaction may be escape-motivated behavior. Research shows a strong correlation between undesirable classroom behaviors and instructional expectations that are mismatched with student skills (Moore et al., 2005).  We should never assume that students have already acquired the skills associated with summarizing and note taking. . . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/NovemberJanuaryTTACNetworkNews2007.htm)


Summarizing using Microsoft Word

by Brenda M. Lucus, AT and Instructional Specialist

Microsoft Word provides some useful tools to help students develop and apply summarizing strategies to their class work. 

All of the following tools are available in versions of Microsoft Word XP and above.  

Autosummarize

While a student is learning to use the skill of summarizing, this tool can assist by providing a model.  
Highlighting Tool

There are many uses for highlighting. For example, the student can mark the text for the topic sentence and then highlight with other colors to show the supporting details.

Hidden Text Key

Students often benefit from reminders of directions or well-placed teacher prompts. You can add hidden text to pages that will only be visible to those students who are guided to select the hidden text key. 

. . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/NovemberJanuaryTTACNetworkNews2007.htm)
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Conferences

November 12 & 13, 2007

Planning a Comprehensive Program for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders (Ziggurat Model and CAPS)

Presenters: Ruth Aspy, Barry Grossman, Shawn Henry

Contact: www.ttac.odu.edu or TTAC Online at www.ttaconline.org
November 15-17, 2007

The 2007 ASHA Convention:  Honor the Past - Forge the Future

Location: Boston Convention & Exhibition Center, Boston, MA

Contact:  http://www.asha.org
December 3 & 4, Fredericksburg;

March 11 & 12, Hampton
Strategies for Supporting Individuals with Autism

(Offered in 4 locations across the state of Virginia)

	Bristol/Abington area
	Fredericksburg

	Charlottesville
	Hampton/Newport News


Repeat training from last year and back by popular demand: Two-day workshop designed to introduce participants to good, general strategies for supporting people that experience social, communication, and sensory issues related to AS D across the life span. Participants in this workshop should have a basic understanding of autism spectrum disorders and characteristics of persons with autism. Appropriate for special and general educators, administrators, paraprofessionals, related service providers, and parents. 

Sponsors: T-TACs and the Virginia Autism Priority Project
Costs: $30/person - lunch and materials provided. 

Contact: Updated information and registration:   T-TAC ODU www.ttac.odu.edu or TTAC Online, www.ttaconline.org 

December 5-7, 2007

13th Annual Educational Technology Leadership Conference

Location:   Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center in Roanoke, Virginia. 

Contact: VDOE Division of Technology and Human Resources
December 6, 2007

The Keys to Inclusive Education: Proven Practices to Make Inclusion Work

Sponsors:  T-TACs Old Dominion University and The College of William and Mary

Location:  Hampton, Holiday Inn

Contact: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
[image: image1.wmf]
January 26, February 9, February 23, and March 8, 2008

Second Statewide Reading First Reading Academy for Special

Educators to be held in Williamsburg, VA

This academy may be used to satisfy the reading/English/language arts requirements for highly qualified status as outlined in the High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation (HOUSSE).  Participants must attend the entire academy and enrollment is limited to 100 participants.  The academy is designed for special education teachers of grades four through twelve. There is NO COST for registration or materials. 

For further information you may wish to read Superintendents Memo No. 167 http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/suptsmemos/2007/inf167.html  

To register, visit the Reading First in Virginia website, http://www.readingfirst.virginia.edu, as soon as possible. 
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Conferences

January 16, 2008

The Fundamentals of Summarizing and Paraphrasing Strategy

The workshop is intended for special education teachers whose students will be assessed on the SOL in grades 3-12.

Presenter: Tina Spencer  (T-TAC William and Mary and SIM Specialist)

Location:  Newport News, VA 

Contact : TTAC William and Mary, 757-253-4897

January 30, 2008 – February 2,2008

ATIA 2008 Conference and Exhibition

Location:  Orlando, FL

Contact: (877) 687-2842, Info@ATIA.org
http://www.atia.org/conf_2008.html
February 24th - 26th
VSTE Virginia Society for Technology in Education

2008 Annual State Technology Conference
Location:  Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center

Contact:  http://www.vste.org/conference.html
March 6-8, 2008

2008 SHAV Annual Conference:  The Past Holds the Key to the Future

Location:  Renaissance Portsmouth Hotel & Waterfront Conference Center
Portsmouth, VA

Contact:  http://www.shav.org,  888-729-7428

March 12-14

Seventh Annual Autism Conference

Sponsor: Commonwealth Autism Services

Fee: $100

Contact:  1-800-649-8481 or e-mail: information@autismva.org
March 13-15, 2008

VSRA Virginia State Reading Association 41st Annual Conference
Location: The Richmond Marriott Hotel and Convention Center

Richmond, Virginia

Contact: http://www.vsra.org/   

March 17 - 19, 2008

The Virginia Transition Forum
Location: The Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke, VA

Contact: http://www.virginiatransitionforum.org
February 7, 2008

Early Literacy Strategies for Young Children

Location: Webb University Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk

Presenters: Pam Hurley and Tara Cherry

Fee: $10

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
March 11 & 12, Hampton
Strategies for Supporting Individuals with Autism

Repeat training from last year and back by popular demand: 

See December 3-4, 2007 description for further description.

Sponsors: T-TACs and the Virginia Autism Priority Project
Costs: $30/person - lunch and materials provided. 

Contact: Updated information and registration:   T-TAC ODU www.ttac.odu.edu or TTAC Online, www.ttaconline.org 

April 17, 2008

Literature-Based Thematic Units in the Early Childhood Classroom

Location: Webb University Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk

Presenters: Pam Hurley and Tara Cherry

Fee: $10

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
TACtic: Collecting Meaningful Data

on Student Progress (CD Training)

The purpose of collecting data is to provide objective evidence of an educational program’s effectiveness and to guide instructional decisions. Teachers can ensure they are providing meaningful instruction by collecting useful data on students’ progress and then using the data to inform their instructional decisions. In other words, teachers can adjust their instruction in response to student performance. 
This CD contains the following sections that will help to either refresh or increase your working knowledge

of taking and using data to measure student achievement:  

	1: Data collection tutorial 

2: Introduction Q&A

3:  Types of data section
	4:  Make your own data forms

5:  Samples

6. Graphing your data tutorial.
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