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Teachers are continually seeking research-based methods to help students learn. Nine instructional strategies that have a high probability of enhancing student achievement have been identified by Marzano and colleagues (Marzano, Pickering & Pollock, 2001). This issue of the T-TAC Network News will provide information on the first general category of instructional strategies proven to positively impact student achievement, specified by Marzano, et al. (2001) as “identifying similarities and differences”.  To engage students in the process of identifying similarities and differences there are several classroom practices that teachers use such as comparing between things or ideas or classifying a group of items that have likenesses and differences.  Utilizing graphic and symbolic representations to illustrate similarities and differences is a highly effective strategy for enhancing students’ understanding.  Read more in this issue of the T-TAC Network News by accessing http://www.ttac.odu.edu/September_October TTAC Network News 2007.htm
Bits & Pieces

Teacher Resource Manuals Now Available from VA DOE!

Teachers will want to take advantage of the resource manuals that provide practical information for new teachers (Part I) as well as information for all teachers on working collaboratively with your colleagues (Part II) and utilizing effective inclusive practices. 

· To download the PDF files, go to the VA DOE Office of School Improvement Website:

· http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/SchoolImprovement
· Under Related Documents and Reports (near the bottom of the page)

· First Bullet: Stepping Stones to Success Manual (Part I: New Teacher Manual) 

· Second Bullet: Stepping Stones to Success II—(Collaboration: Working Together for All Students)

Differentiated Lesson Plans are available at TTAC Online!

· Go to TTAC Online (www.ttaconline) and click on your region on the Virginia map

· Click on the tab at the top: SOL Enhanced

· Click on Search SOL + Lessons (left margin)

· At option 1—choose a subject area and choose a grade/course and click GO

· Click on any SOL standard and click Submit (at bottom of page)

· Choose from the lessons listed for the standard

· Click on Word or PDF format to download lesson
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