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T-TAC Services

by Kerry Lambert, Project Director

W

elcome back to school!  The Virginia Department of Education’s Training and Technical Assistance Center at Old Dominion University is pleased to be of service to you and to support your efforts to implement high-quality educational programs for students with disabilities.  While T-TAC ODU staff members are working to accomplish the state improvement goals through our participation on statewide projects, we continue to develop plans for meeting the needs you identify through your responses to our staff development survey/needs assessment and your requests for training and technical assistance. See the T-TAC ODU Workshop and Conference sections of the newsletter for the many staff development opportunities that are available this fall and winter. Also, visit TTAC Online (www.ttaconline.org) for statewide and national conference announcements and the “New” section of the T-TAC ODU website (www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm) for local/regional conference announcements and registration forms. 

The biggest change you will notice this year is that the T-TAC Network News quarterly publication will now be provided in an electronic format.  This change was supported by 95% of the respondents to our year-end survey.  For those of you who still prefer a print version, you will be able to print from the website to receive your hard copy.  To facilitate the change to an electronic newsletter, each of you will need to register online.  Please visit www.ttac.odu.edu and click on the tab for e-subscriptions. During this transition phase we will mail (via postal service) the first two issues of an abbreviated newsletter as well as workshop/conference announcements.  Mail will be sent to the current addresses we have in our database.  If you are working at a different school than last year, please inform us of your new address by completing the enclosed mail list update form.  Also, please inform new teachers about T-TAC ODU services by sharing the enclosed “Pull and Post” page and by encouraging them to register online for the T-TAC Network News.

The overall newsletter theme for the upcoming school year will be instructional strategies that are research-based and proven to improve student achievement.  When teachers use proven instructional strategies in their classroom practices, they maximize the potential of all their students.  If you find yourself interested in more in-depth study of effective instruction please visit the T-TAC ODU library either in person or at www.ttac.odu.edu and click the library tab. (Hopefully, you will notice a new and improved search engine!)  The following resources are available for loan:  Marzano, R., Pickering. D., & Pollock, J.  (2001). Classroom instruction that works: research-based strategies for increasing student achievement. Alexandria, VA: ASCD and, Marzano, R., Norford, J.,Paynter, D., Pickering, D., & Gaddy, B. (2001). A handbook for classroom instruction that works. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

We look forward to serving you in the upcoming school year!
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