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T-TAC Services

by Kerry Lambert, Project Director

W

elcome back to school!  The Virginia Department of Education’s Training and Technical Assistance Center at Old Dominion University is pleased to be of service to you and to support your efforts to implement high-quality educational programs for students with disabilities.  While T-TAC ODU staff members are working to accomplish the state improvement goals through our participation on statewide projects, we continue to develop plans for meeting the needs you identify through your responses to our staff development survey/needs assessment and your requests for training and technical assistance. See the T-TAC ODU Workshop and Conference sections of the newsletter for the many staff development opportunities that are available this fall and winter. Also, visit TTAC Online (www.ttaconline.org) for statewide and national conference announcements and the “New” section of the T-TAC ODU website (www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm) for local/regional conference announcements and registration forms. 

The biggest change you will notice this year is that the T-TAC Network News quarterly publication will now be provided in an electronic format.  This change was supported by 95% of the respondents to our year-end survey.  For those of you who still prefer a print version, you will be able to print from the website to receive your hard copy.  To facilitate the change to an electronic newsletter, each of you will need to register online.  Please visit www.ttac.odu.edu and click on the tab for e-subscriptions. During this transition phase we will mail (via postal service) the first two issues of an abbreviated newsletter as well as workshop/conference announcements.  Mail will be sent to the current addresses we have in our database.  If you are working at a different school than last year, please inform us of your new address by completing the enclosed mail list update form.  Also, please inform new teachers about T-TAC ODU services by sharing the enclosed “Pull and Post” page and by encouraging them to register online for the T-TAC Network News.

[image: image7.bmp]The overall newsletter theme for the upcoming school year will be instructional strategies that are research-based and proven to improve student achievement.  When teachers use proven instructional strategies in their classroom practices, they maximize the potential of all their students.  If you find yourself interested in more in-depth study of effective instruction please visit the T-TAC ODU library either in person or at www.ttac.odu.edu and click the library tab. (Hopefully, you will notice a new and improved search engine!)  The following resources are available for loan:  Marzano, R., Pickering. D., & Pollock, J.  (2001). Classroom instruction that works: research-based strategies for increasing student achievement. Alexandria, VA: ASCD and, Marzano, R., Norford, J.,Paynter, D., Pickering, D., & Gaddy, B. (2001). A handbook for classroom instruction that works. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

We look forward to serving you in the upcoming school year!
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Introduction 


Teachers are continually seeking research-based methods to help students learn. Nine instructional strategies that have a high probability of enhancing student achievement have been identified by Marzano and colleagues (Marzano, Pickering & Pollock, 2001). This issue of the T-TAC Network News will provide information on the first general category of instructional strategies proven to positively impact student achievement, specified by Marzano, et al. (2001) as “identifying similarities and differences”.  To engage students in the process of identifying similarities and differences there are several classroom practices that teachers use such as comparing between things or ideas or classifying a group of items that have likenesses and differences.  Utilizing graphic and symbolic representations to illustrate similarities and differences is a highly effective strategy for enhancing students’ understanding.  Read more in this issue of the T-TAC Network News by accessing http://www.ttac.odu.edu/September_October TTAC Network News 2007.htm
Bits & Pieces

Teacher Resource Manuals Now Available from VA DOE!

Teachers will want to take advantage of the resource manuals that provide practical information for new teachers (Part I) as well as information for all teachers on working collaboratively with your colleagues (Part II) and utilizing effective inclusive practices. 

· To download the PDF files, go to the VA DOE Office of School Improvement Website:

· http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/SchoolImprovement
· Under Related Documents and Reports (near the bottom of the page)

· First Bullet: Stepping Stones to Success Manual (Part I: New Teacher Manual) 

· Second Bullet: Stepping Stones to Success II—(Collaboration: Working Together for All Students)

Differentiated Lesson Plans are available at TTAC Online!

· Go to TTAC Online (www.ttaconline) and click on your region on the Virginia map

· Click on the tab at the top: SOL Enhanced

· Click on Search SOL + Lessons (left margin)

· At option 1—choose a subject area and choose a grade/course and click GO

· Click on any SOL standard and click Submit (at bottom of page)

· Choose from the lessons listed for the standard

· Click on Word or PDF format to download lesson


Only one more print copy of the

T-TAC Network News.

Sign up now for your electronic copy of the

T-TAC Network News enews 

(http://www.ttac.odu.edu/esubs/forms/subscription_choice.htm).
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Let’s Get Inspired!

Using Kidspiration® to Teach “Alike” and “Different”

by Linda Ingleson, ECSE Specialist

Young children generally start out noticing similarities and differences by comparing themselves with others.  Children with disabilities often need support through structured learning opportunities to be able to point out similarities and note differences.  Kidspiration® software can be used to teach and reinforce the concepts ‘alike’ and ‘different’.  . . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/September_October TTAC Network News 2007.htm)

All Students . . . All Subjects . . . All Grade Levels

by Laura Beller, Curriculum & Instruction Specialist

Identifying Similarities and Differences is the first and most powerful general category of proven instructional strategies.  There are four different “forms” of the activity.  They include, comparing, classifying, creating metaphors, and creating analogies.  . . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/September_October TTAC Network News 2007.htm)


A Core Standard:

Sorting and Classifying Objects According to Similar Attributes
by Angela Levorse, Severe Disabilities Specialist

At first glance, ASOL: M-PFA 1 (i.e. sorting and classifying objects according to similar attributes) seems like a somewhat benign standard that simply requires the student to sort and classify by size, shape, and color.  But in reality, this standard goes way beyond just sorting and classifying.  It is a “core” skill (Marzano,  Pickering, & Pollock, 2001) that can affect the student’s subsequent learning and, if not mastered, can prevent learning more advanced concepts.  In order to become better at sorting and classifying, a student must be provided with “key experiences” (Hohmann, & Weikert, 2002).  . . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/September_October TTAC Network News 2007.htm).
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	Identifying Similarities and Differences:  What About Behavior?
by Kim Yanek, ESD Instruction & Behavior Specialist


Identifying Similarities and Differences is the category identified as having the greatest impact on student achievement. Activities in this category might include using comparisons, classifications, metaphors, and analogies (Marzano, et al., 2001).  So, how can this strategy impact on student behavior? . . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/September_October TTAC Network News 2007.htm)
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Integrating Technology to Support Quality Classroom Instruction

by Jennifer Mitchell, Assistive Technology Specialist

In a meta-analysis, Marzano (1998) determined nine instructional strategies that have a high probability of enhancing student achievement.  (For a list of the instructional strategies, visit NCSET at http://www.ncset.org/topics/instructional/faqs.asp?topic=14.)  One of the most significant strategies identified by the research study is teaching the student to recognize similarities and differences.  Understanding similarities and differences can be applied to all ages and abilities from learning the basic concepts of same and different to using metaphors and similes.

Integrating technology into high-quality instruction provides opportunities to further enhance student learning.  However, given the myriad of technology supports that are available and continually emerging, choosing the appropriate instructional objective will probably be easier than choosing the appropriate technology to integrate.  When getting started, give consideration to . . . more (http://www.ttac.odu.edu/September_October TTAC Network News 2007.htm)

TechKnowledgy 2007

November 5-6, 2007

Richmond, VA

Informational Flyer:  http://www.vcu.edu/ttac/Professional%20Development/pdf/TechKnowledgy%202007blurb.pdf
or www.ttackonline.org

Voice Output Devices

From Abledata

(http://www.abledata.com/abledata.cfm?pageid=19327&top=10863&deep=2&trail=22,10825,10837)
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(MODELS ACTV-1, ACTV-2A, & ACTV-1E)
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T-TAC ODU WORKSHOPS

Strategies for Supporting Individuals with ASD

Dates: To be determined.

(Offered in 4 locations across the state of Virginia)

	Bristol/Abington area
	Fredericksburg

	Charlottesville
	Hampton/Newport News


Repeat training from last year and back by popular demand: Two-day workshop designed to introduce participants to good, general strategies for supporting people that experience social, communication, and sensory issues related to ASD across the life span. Participants in this workshop should have a basic understanding of autism spectrum disorders and characteristics of persons with autism. Appropriate for special and general educators, administrators, paraprofessionals, related service providers, and parents. 

Sponsors:  T-TACs and the Virginia Autism Priority Project
Costs:  $30/person - lunch and materials provided. 

Contact:  Updated information and registration:   T-TAC ODU www.ttac.odu.edu or TTAC Online, www.ttaconline.org 

October 4, November 2, 2007, AND January 11, 2008

Reading Institute for Elementary Educators: Every Child a Successful Reader

Meets requirements for highly qualified status in reading/English/language arts

(HOUSSE Certification requires attendance at ALL sessions.  Otherwise, you may register for any one session.)

Location: Renaissance Hotel, Portsmouth, Virginia

Presenters: Beth Estill and Andrea Payne, Reading Specialists

Fee: $25 

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
Registration Deadline:  September 22, 2007

October 18, 2007

Classroom Arrangement & Learning Centers for Early Childhood Settings

Location: Webb Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk Presenters: Pam Hurley and Tara Cherry

Fee: $10

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
Registration Deadline:  October 12, 2007

October 19, 2007

Meeting the Needs of Students with Autism and Other Severe Learning Challenges: Practical Instructional Strategies and Visual Teaching Supports

Location: Hilton Norfolk Airport, Norfolk

Presenter: Barbara Bloomfield. M.A. CCC-SLP 

Fee: $30

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
Registration Deadline:  October 1, 2007

October 19, 2007

Practical Suggestions for Assisting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders

An Evening Workshop for Families and other Home Based Educators

Location: Hilton Norfolk Airport, Norfolk

Presenter: Barbara Bloomfield. M.A. CCC-SLP

Fee: None

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
Registration Deadline:  October 1, 2007

October 26, 2007

Writing Functional IEP Goals and Embedding Learning Opportunities

Location: Old Dominion University Peninsula Higher Education Center, Room 2235, Hampton

Presenter: Dr. Yaoying Xu, VCU

Fee: $25

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
Registration Deadline:  October 12, 2007

October 31

Infant Mental Health & Early Intervention

Location:  Brickhouse Aud., CHKD, Norfolk

Presenter:  Marky McDowell (Community Psychological Resources) and Dr. Aiello, Developmental Pediatrician
To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
November 5-6

TechKnowledgy 2007

Location:  Holiday Inn, Koger Center, Richmond

Informational Flyer:  http://www.vcu.edu/ttac/Professional%20Development/pdf/TechKnowledgy%202007blurb.pdf
or www.ttaconline.org
November 8, 2007; February 21, AND May 15, 2008

ECSE Community of Practice

Would you like to network with other ECSE teachers in the region?

Join the ECSE Community of Practice

Location: Webb University Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk 

Fee: None

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
February 7, 2008

Early Literacy Strategies for Young Children

Location: Webb University Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk

Presenters: Pam Hurley and Tara Cherry

Fee: $10

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
Registration Deadline:  October 12, 2007

April 17, 2008

Literature-Based Thematic Units in the Early Childhood Classroom

Location: Webb University Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk

Presenters: Pam Hurley and Tara Cherry

Fee: $10

To Register: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/new2007.htm
Registration Deadline:  October 12, 2007
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Conferences

September 28, 2007

AAC Workshop - Successful Implementation of Speech Generating Devices

Keynote Speaker will be Kelly Fonner
Location:  Doubletree Hotel in Charlottesville, VA
Contact:  TAACC (http://www.taacc.org)  at 866-567-6222

October 1, 2007

INSIGHT Autism Conference.

A focus on social skills through behavior, communication and sensory means.

Location: Richmond Marriott West Hotel, Glen Allen, VA. 

Contact:  Cheryl Bishop (cebishop@vcu.edu), 804.828.6947.

October 3-4, 2007

Making It Happen! AT Implementation Student Achievement

Keynote Speaker:  Joy Zabala

Location:  George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Contact:  Estela  Landeros, 703-993-4496, elandero@gmu.edu
http://www.sporg.com/registration?link_type=reg_info&form_id=90878
October 7-10, 2007

NAEYC Annual Conference and Expo

Location: Chicago, Illinois

To Register: http://www.annualconference.naeyc.org/pdf/conf_overview.pdf
October 14-16, 2007

Virginia Council for Exceptional Children
49th Annual Conference

Evidence for Excellence

Location:  Charlottesville

To Register: http://www.virginiacec.org/49conference.htm
October 18-20, 2007

25th Annual Closing The Gap Conference

Location:  Minneapolis, MN
Contact:  http://www.closingthegap.com/index.lasso  

October 25-28, 2007

Division for Early Childhood (DEC)

The 23rd Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special Needs & Their Families

Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada  - Sheraton on the Falls & Brock Plaza
To Register: http://dec-sped.org/conference/about_the_conference.html
October 26 & 27, 2007

The 5th Annual Applied Autism Research & Intervention Conference

Sponsor: The Organization for Autism Research 

Location: The Westin Arlington Gateway 801 N. Glebe Road Arlington, VA  22203

Fee: $50 for one day or $90 for both days.
Contact for registration: Andrea Kramer, (703) 243-9717 or conference@researchautism.org 

November 15-17, 2007

The 2007 ASHA Convention:  Honor the Past - Forge the Future

Location:  Boston Convention & Exhibition Center, Boston, MA

Contact:  http://www.asha.org
November, 2007 (2 Days TBD)

Ziggurat Model and CAPS

Designing Global & Comprehensive Behavior Interventions for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders

Presenters: Ruth Aspy, Barry Grossman, Shawn Henry
Sponsor of event: Autism Priority Project and Commonwealth Autism Service (CAS)

Location and Fee: TBD

Contact: T-TAC ODU www.ttac.odu.edu or TTAC Online www.ttaconline.org
November 30, 2007

Discovering the Possibilities with Visual Strategies:

Improving Communication, Behavior and Social Skills in Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome, and Related Communication Challenges

This program will demonstrate how and why to expand your use of visual strategies. It is a very practical, “hands-on” presentation that will send you home with useful strategies to use the next day.  

Presenter: Linda Hodgdon 
Time:   7:30 am - 4:00 pm

Sponsor of event: Quirk Publishing

Location: Crowne Plaza, Richmond, VA

Fee: 197

To Register, 248-879-2598; visit www.quirkroberts.com/tour/
December 5-7, 2007

13th Annual Educational Technology Leadership Conference

Location:   Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center in Roanoke, Virginia. 

Contact: www.ttaconline.org
�
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