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Let’s Get Inspired! Using Kidspiration® to Teach “Alike” and “Different”

by Linda Ingleson, ECSE Specialist

Young children generally start out noticing similarities and differences by comparing themselves with others. And in fact, one of the concepts found in Virginia’s History and Social Studies Foundation Blocks is Similarities and Differences-The child will identify ways in which people are alike and different (Virginia Department of Education, 2007, p.33). But children with disabilities often need support, through structured learning opportunities, to be able to point out similarities and note differences. 

Robert Marzano and his colleagues have identified nine research-based strategies that “have a high probability of enhancing student achievement” (Marzano, Pickering & Pollack, 2001, p.7).  Even though this research is based on older students, teachers of young children with and without disabilities can use the strategies to teach various concepts. 

One of these strategies, being able to identify similarities and differences, is a central mental process that impacts on subsequent learning (Marzano, Pickering & Pollack, 2001, p.14).

Kidspiration® software can be used to teach and reinforce the concepts ‘alike’ and ‘different’. With Kidspiration® children use pictures and graphics along with text to categorize and group items and ideas. Graphic organizers and pictures provide visual support.

Using a Venn diagram from Kidspiration® and graphics that have been imported from Boardmaker®, Google images, and the paint program in Microsoft Office, children can easily click and drag pictures into the appropriate sections on the diagram. Teachers can also draw a Venn diagram on a large piece of paper and print out the individual pictures from the Kidspiration® library or use pictures from other sources such as magazines or use actual objects. Children can then manipulate the pictures or objects, putting them in the appropriate places on the diagram. Digital pictures can be taken of the children, enlarged and the features cut out for children to use with the Venn diagram (see example below.). Kidspiration® can be used in many ways to teach countless concepts. Just use your imagination and get inspired!
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http://www.inspiration.com
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