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by Laura Beller, Curriculum & Instruction Specialist

Educational researchers have determined that “the most important factor affecting student learning is the teacher…effective teachers appear to be effective with students of all achievement levels, regardless of the level of heterogeneity in their classrooms” (Marzano, Pickering & Pollock, 2001, p.3).  Classroom Instruction that Works (Marzano, et al., 2001) outlines and provides explicit examples of the teaching strategies that have a high probability of enhancing student achievement for all students in all subject areas at all grade levels.  As noted by Marzano et al. (2001) teachers can use these strategies to maximize the possibility of enhancing student achievement. 

Identifying Similarities and Differences is the first and most powerful general category of proven instructional strategies.  There are four different “forms” of the activity.  They include, comparing, classifying, creating metaphors, and creating analogies.

	
	Comparing
	Classifying
	Creating Metaphors
	Creating Analogies

	Description
	Identifying similarities and differences between or among things.
	Grouping things that are alike into categories based on characteristics.
	Identifying a pattern in a topic and finding the same pattern in an unrelated topic.
	Identifying relationships between pairs of concepts.

	Application
	Use Venn Diagram

or Comparison Matrix


	Use a Semantic Feature Analysis

	Teach Metaphors for Expressing Feelings

	Use a Graphic Oganizer for Writing Analogies.





                    Check these websites for additional information and activities:

Instructional Strategies, Examples and Downloads
Read-Write-Think

Reading Lesson Plan Example Using Compare/Contrast Venn diagram
Write-Design Graphic Organizers
“Using Analogies” Video from the University of Akron 

Identifying Similarities and Differences:  Summary of Research and Classroom Applications
Technology Resources and Graphic Organizers
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