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	Identifying Similarities and Differences

What About Behavior?

by Kim Yanek, ESD Instruction & Behavior Specialist


In the book, Classroom Instruction that Works, (Marzano, Pickering & Pollock, 2001), Robert Marzano and his colleagues focus on nine categories of instructional strategies. The category, “identifying similarities and differences” is identified as having the greatest impact on student achievement. Activities in this category might include using comparisons, classifications, metaphors, and analogies (Marzano, et al., 2001).  So, how can this strategy impact on student behavior? Dealing with student misbehavior should be an opportunity to teach and an opportunity to learn. Review these websites for ideas on how you might engage students in activities to teach appropriate behaviors. Let your relationship with your students and knowledge of the behaviors presented guide your selection of appropriate strategies.
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Comparisons

Graphic Organizers for Comparisons
What if Charts
Reflective Journaling

· Double-Entry Journal
· Reflection Activities
· Reflection on a personal development skills module
· Reflective Journal

· Reflective Journal (article)

· Speculation about Effects Journal
Metaphors
Teacher Tools

Instructional Strategy Fact Sheet
Explanation of Four Activities
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