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Training and Technical Assistance is Available!

Training and Technical Assistance Center -Old Dominion University (T-TAC ODU) is part of a statewide network of assistance centers designed to improve educational services for children with disabilities in the Commonwealth of Virginia. There are two training and technical assistance centers that serve Superintendents’ Regional Study Groups 2 and 3 in Eastern Virginia: T-TAC Old Dominion University in Norfolk (757-683-4333 or 1-888-249-5529) and T-TAC William & Mary in Williamsburg  (1-800-323-4489).

Old Dominion University is responsible for training and technical assistance in the areas of Early Childhood Special Education/Primary DD (students with developmental delays and disabilities birth through age 9) and individuals with moderate to severe disabilities (birth through high school). The College of William and Mary is responsible for the provision of training and technical assistance to education professionals in the areas of Mild/Moderate Disabilities (for students age 5-21) and Middle/Secondary Transition. 

The mission of the statewide network of training and technical assistance centers is twofold: 

· To increase the capacity of school personnel, service providers, and families to meet the needs of children and youth with disabilities; and,

· To foster the state improvement goals for personnel development, which address improving the performance of children and youth with disabilities, by enhancing the knowledge, skills, abilities, and performance of all personnel who work with students with disabilities.
T-TAC staff participates on statewide projects that are focused on accomplishing the state improvement goals. The guiding principles that drive the T-TAC system are to: develop products based on research; disseminate effective practices; consult with target schools undergoing Academic Review; build capacity at the local level and conduct strategically planned training.

T-TAC Old Dominion University responds to requests for services with an emphasis on collaboration in planning and providing services to teams. These teams might include general and special educators, administrators, related services personnel, students, family members, paraeducators, and community members. 

The following services are available (primarily free of charge) from T-TAC ODU:

Information - Information on current research topics, rare syndromes, best practices in the field, etc., is summarized and reported upon request. Also, staff development modules called TACtics are designed for independent or small-group study on high interest topics.

Lending Library - Educational materials are available for loan, including assessment instruments, curricula, audio-visuals, reference books, computer software and assistive technology.  Electronic checkout is also available via the web site, after receiving a Library Patron ID Number.  To sign up for a Patron ID Number access: http://www.ttac.odu.edu/Biblionix/patron_id_request.htm.   Library materials will be mailed to the requestor’s school with a Library Return mailer/postage.  Patrons do not pay postage costs.

Newsletter - Published quarterly during the school year, the T-TAC Network News is distributed at no charge to individuals in each school. Information includes professional updates, assistive technology briefs, current workshops and conferences. To be added to the mailing list, simply provide your name and school address to T-TAC ODU by completing the form on the back of this page.

We Site - The web site (http://www.ttac.odu.edu) contains the T-TAC Old Dominion University newsletters, conference and news updates, a database of library materials available for loan, a list of TACtics (self-study modules), e-newsletter information, and links to other disability resources as well as to T-TAC Online (http://www.ttaconline.org).

Regional Network - A regional resource and referral network is comprised of exemplary programs, mentors, trainers and consultants within the Eastern Virginia catchment area.

Workshops/Conferences Communities of Practice - Professional development workshops and strategically planned training events that address a wide variety of identified needs are conducted throughout the year.

AT Network (ATN) - A group of supportive educators learn about the latest software and assistive technology (AT) and share ideas on integrating AT into the curriculum.  ATN members become technology resources for colleagues within their programs. To subscribe to the ATN e-news, click on e-subscriptions on the header of the T-TAC ODU home page.

Individual Consultation/Demonstration - Consultations are provided by phone, email, or site visits. For site visits a consultant meets with education professionals at their school or other specified location to provide assistance as requested.  Priority for consultations are given to personnel in schools “needing improvement” as designated by VDOE.  Other consultative services, as feasible, are conducted utilizing a collaborative process designed to contribute to the success of students with disabilities.

When visiting the T-TAC ODU Library (Old Dominion University, Child Study Center, Room 224), please contact the appropriate specialist before your visit if you would like assistance.
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